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The ORT Network is devastated to learn of the death of Professor Charlotte
de Grunberg, General Director of the Universidad ORT Uruguay.

She was a much-loved and hugely-respected member of ORT's international family for many
years.

Born in Belgium, Prof de Grunberg moved to Uruguay in 1952 after surviving the Holocaust in
hiding in France. A moving book about her experience during the Shoah has been published
in Spanish throughout Latin America and in other languages worldwide.

She dedicated her life to education, built the university into a beacon for the whole ORT
network, and was internationally recognized for her efforts in doing so.

Dan Green, World ORT Director General and CEQ, said: “| was deeply saddened to learn of
Charlotte's passing. She has spent decades developing the university into one of Uruguay's

leading institutions, serving on a series of international ORT committees and development
groups, and collecting a number of international awards for her work.

“We will miss her enthusiasm, expertise and endeavor hugely.”

Our thoughts and condolences are with her husband, Dr. José Grunberg, her son Dr. Jorge
Grunberg, Rector of the Universidad ORT Uruguay, grandchildren and extended family. We
join them in mourning this terrible loss.

Developing ORT Uruguay

Prof de Grunberg became a teacher in the 1960s and joined the neurolinguistic research team
at Hospital de Clinicas, Universidad de la Republica, in the mid-1970s before moving to ORT
Uruguay in 1977

In an interview in 2020 after she won the Robert Singer Award for Outstanding Senior ORT

Professionals, she explained her career progression.

“I had been working in a field completely new in Uruguay at that time: the teaching of second
languages, through audio-visual methods. After a few years in this activity, | became fairly
well-known in the Uruguayan educational community.

“An ORT Uruguay lay leader contacted me - they had received a donation from Holland: a
language |laboratory. After | saw the lab and how they were using it, | prepared a report which
ended up reaching ORT's headquarters in Switzerland.

“Bernard Wand-Pollak, at that time World ORT Director for Latin America, came from Buenos
Aires to thank me for the report and ask me if | could train some people to improve results,
which | did. Two years later | became the Director General of ORT Uruguay and had to face
new technologies in the fields of computer science.”

In the following years, Prof de Grunberg worked with colleagues to develop the university into
a leading institution, served on a series of international ORT committees and development
groups, and collected a number of international awards for her work.

Universidad ORT Uruguay is one of a small number of Jewish universities in the diaspora. Its
Department of Jewish Studies publishes specialist books, documentary films and organizes
conferences, courses and seminars including a leading annual Holocaust seminar for
teachers.

With a staff of more than 1,000 lecturers and researchers, and more than 10,000 students
including young people from all social and cultural backgrounds across Uruguay, Prof de
Grunberg oversaw the development of a beacon for the whole ORT network.

She was also the first Uruguayan recipient of the Scopus Award of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem in 2018, and the following year received the Jerusalem Award from the Zionist
Organization of Uruguay:.

Speaking about her career, Prof de Grinberg said when she took on the role she never
imagined the university would one day receive such lofty accolades.

“l was too involved in the daily battle as a private institution in a very secular country with a
good state-run and free-of-charge educational system,” she said.

“It was a step-by-step process. At that time the ORT school had a secondary level
department, teaching only the last three years of high school. Uruguay already had three
comprehensive Jewish schools, but no Jewish tertiary level institution.

| had to make a difficult decision: to move from the secondary level to the tertiary level. We
decided to move in that direction — the rest was a question of work, right decisions at the
right time and perhaps a bit of luck.”

Other stories you may find interesting

|

Kfar Silver Students Welcome Home: ORT Mexico visit provides
Welcomed in L.A. House Reopens with respite for Israeli
During Respite Trip Dedication students affected by

Ceremony October 7
27.02.24

0702.24 01.02.24

Contact Online resources Keep in touch

World ORT Tel: +44 (0)20 7446 8500 Prospectus Sign up for our newsletter to keep up to date
ORT House Email: wo@ort.org ORT in Lithuania Exhibition with ORT

147 Arlington Road Music and the Holocaust

London, NW1 7ET ORT in the DP Camps

United Kingdom The Holocaust through art

Russian Jewish Encyclopedia
Education Journal
ORT Archive

YES, SUBSCRIBE ME

e ololelelo

Terms and conditions . Privacy policy « Cockies . Safeguarding Policy


https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL2NvbnRhY3Qv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL3Byb2dyYW1zLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL3doZXJlLXdlLWFyZS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL25ld3MtYW5kLW1lZGlhLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL2dldC1pbnZvbHZlZC9kb25hdGUvbWFrZS1hLWRvbmF0aW9uLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL25ld3MvY2hhcmxvdHRlLWRlLWdydW5iZXJnLWlzLTIwMjAtcmVjaXBpZW50LW9mLWxlYWRpbmctb3J0LWF3YXJk
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL25ld3Mva2Zhci1zaWx2ZXItc3R1ZGVudHMtd2VsY29tZWQtaW4tbC1hLWR1cmluZy1yZXNwaXRlLXRyaXAv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL25ld3Mvd2VsY29tZS1ob21lLW9ydC1ob3VzZS1yZW9wZW5zLXdpdGgtZGVkaWNhdGlvbi1jZXJlbW9ueS8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL25ld3MvbWV4aWNvLXZpc2l0LXByb3ZpZGVzLXJlc3BpdGUtZm9yLWlzcmFlbGktc3R1ZGVudHMtYWZmZWN0ZWQtYnktb2N0b2Jlci03Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL25ld3MvdGhlc2UtdWtyYWluaWFuLXRlZW5hZ2Vycy1zb3VnaHQtcmVmdWdlLWZyb20td2FyLWluLWlzcmFlbC10aGVuLXRoZXktd2VyZS1jYXVnaHQtdXAtaW4tdGhlLWhvcnJvcnMtb2YtaGFtYXMtYXR0YWNrLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_bWFpbHRvOndvQG9ydC5vcmc=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9wcm9zcGVjdHVzLm9ydC5vcmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnRpbmxpdGh1YW5pYS5vcnQub3JnLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9ob2xvY2F1c3RtdXNpYy5vcnQub3JnLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9kcGNhbXBzLm9ydC5vcmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcnQuaG9sb2NhdXN0LWVkdWNhdGlvbi5uZXQv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9lbGV2ZW4uY28uaWwv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VkdWNhdGlvbi1qb3VybmFsLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnRhcmNoaXZlLm9ydC5vcmcv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL3Rlcm1zLWFuZC1jb25kaXRpb25zLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL3ByaXZhY3ktcG9saWN5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL2VuL2Nvb2tpZXMv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9vcnQub3JnL3dwLWNvbnRlbnQvdXBsb2Fkcy8yMDIyLzA0L1dvcmxkX09SVF8tX092ZXJhcmNoaW5nX1NhZmVndWFyZGluZ19hbmRfQ2hpbGRfUHJvdGVjdGlvbl9Qb2xpY3lfLV92MDIyMDIyLnBkZg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL1dvcmxkT1JULw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHdpdHRlci5jb20vd29ybGRvcnQ/bGFuZz1lbg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9vcnRsaWZlLz9obD1lbg==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci93b3JsZG9ydA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tL2NvbXBhbnkvd29ybGQtb3J0Lw==

